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Shirakawa-go Requests That Visitors Observe All Rules
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Designated as a World Heritage Site, Shirakawa-go is also a living village where people spend their daily lives. Please respect the privacy
of the village's residents. Also, please observe the following rules so that the village will remain beautiful for the future generations.
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World Cultural Heritage Site  Ogimachi Gassho Style Houses, Shirakawa-go Walking Guide
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Do not litter or bring trash into the village!
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Fire is banned. Take extra caution to prevent fires
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3 Do not trespass on private property
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Please refrain from entering the village by vehicle for 5|ghtsee|ng purpose from 9:00am to 4:00pm.
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The World Heritage Shirakawa-go Gassho style Houses
Preservation Foundation

The more you explore Shirakawa-go,
The better you will like it.

(20 Beauty is found in the details of Shirakawa-go.
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The Concept of World Heritage
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World heritage sites are ruins, landscapes, and/or natural areas
which have “outstanding universal value” to be shared by all
mankind. This is embodied in an international treaty called
the Convention concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage, adopted by UNESCO in 1972.
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Number of World Heritage Sites
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As of 2016, 192 nations had ratified the convention and there

are 1,052 registered heritage sites. Japan was the 125th nation
to ratify the convention in 1992.
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Why Ogimachi was inscribed on the World Heritage List
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For a site to be inscribed
on the World Heritage
List, it must meet one or
more of six criteria
established by UNESCO.
UNESCO added the

historic village of = ot SeEE |
Shirakawa-go including Ogimachi and Gokayama to the
World Heritage List in December 1995 because of the
architectural value of its Gassho style houses as minka, or
folk house and due to the fact that Gassho style houses
remain in a group with the original village landscape.
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Decreasing Numbers of Gassho Style Houses
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Dams were built along Sho River between 1945 and 1955 and quite
a few communities were submerged below water. Some Gassho
style houses were sold outside of the community and some were
burned. The number of houses decreased drastically from 300
houses in 1924 to only 191 in 1961. Local residents sensed that
their village was in crisis caused by depopulation and that their way
of life and culture was in threat of extinction.
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Establishment of Preservation Association
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Initially, young citizens took steps to enliven and protect their
village. Activities organized by the young men’s association
and the promotion of folk entertainment created stronger
relationships among local residents and revitalized village
life. With the consent of all residents, an association “for
protecting the natural setting of Shirakawa-go Ogimachi

Settlement” was formed in 1971. The association’s slogan
was “Do not sell. Do not rent. Do not demolish.” Since
that time, local residents have been directly involved in the
protection of their community.
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Designated as an Important Preservation
District of Historic Buildings
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In 1976, Ogimachi
was designated as an £
Important Preservation
District of Historic
Buildings and became
a cultural asset. Since
then it has been
preserved with support
from the government.
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Structure of the Gassho style house
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Definition of the Gassho style house
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A Gassho style house is generally defined as a house that has a thatched
gable roof with Sasu-kozo (or a “truss-like structure”) and with a steep
roof. This type of house exists only in Shirakawa Village and in the Sho
River basin in the Gokayama area of Toyama Prefecture.
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The Gassho style house and its distinctive thatched, gabled roof.
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An important feature of a Gassho style house is its thatched, gabled roof
constructed with a Japanese style truss-like roof system. Generally, in Japan,
thatched roof houses do not have gabled roofs. The triangular shaped opening in
both gable ends of a Gassho style house provides adequate light and ventilation
throughout the attic space for raising silkworms, an important local industry
historically. The form required for the house to function as a silkworm farm
establishes the shape of the house and creates the beauty of Gassho style houses.
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Re-roofing is accomplished with the collaborative
assistance of villagers. A system of labor exchange
known as yui was developed for this purpose. All
villagers who participate in the re-roofing are recorded in
a ledger or book known as the yui-cho. Under this
system, a villager who receives assistance is required to
assist other villagers who helped him. These occasions
provide opportunity for young people to learn traditional
methods of roofing and serve to strengthen the ties
between all residents of the village.
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The Wada Residence is situated beside a rice field (June)
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